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Abstract 
This article seeks to analyze the moderate political thinking of those exiled during the postrevolutionary stage, as a 
conservative solution that many new elites of the Spanish liberalism tried to perform within the difficult context Spain 
was going through by the first decades of 19th century. A new moderate constitutionalism was common in the 30s in 
this country, and it was considered a necessary step mean the transition towards liberalism was being completed. 
The main goal herein is to review some previous assumptions and provide new insights on the role that the exile played 
during the first half of nineteenth century as a source of moderate political thinking in Spain. This will be an effort to 
understand the influence of the exile in their new identities paying special attention to their lives overseas. It implies a 
study about how that experience had a bi g impact in the new Spanish political project. 
Keywords: Liberalism, conservatism, postrevolutionary stage, local politics, parliamentary regime, exile, Spain 
1. Perspectives of Exile as a Source of Political Thinking Changes in the 19
th
 Century  
In History all particular causes lead to particular consequences, and even small causes can be said to have very 
significant consequences.
i
 These ideas can make us to consider that, in order to come with some initial assumptions 
about the role that the exile played during the first half of nineteenth century as a source of moderate political thinking 
in Spain, it is important to have in mind which was the historical context in that country, as well as the new reality 
exiles experienced in their new destination. The effort to understand the role of the exile in the shaping of their new 
identities demands a central focus on their lives overseas, and a recognition of the way that experience had been driven 
by and reflected in their new political project; as “borders have crossed lives as often as bodies have crossed borders.”ii 
On March 19, 1812, the first political Constitution of the Spanish Monarchy was enacted in Cadiz with a clear liberal 
content. This let a whole new political class participate in the decisions of the Cortes and the Government, and gave 
sovereignty to the people, something unknown for them until then. It implied, in short, a triumph over the monarchist 
absolutism and, simultaneously, was the culmination of the country s´ struggle that had been held since 1808 against the 
Imperial Army of Napoleon. 
Despite the initial success of the legislative text, all the strong political commitments expected as consequence of this 
constitutional progress disappeared once Ferdinand VII ascended the throne. After the negotiations of Valençay by the 
end of 1813, the monarch was able to return to Spain in February 1814, supported by most of the people who had 
fought for its legitimacy during the last years. Despite the hopes of the Spanish people to maintain the rights and 
freedom that the Constitution of Cádiz had granted, Ferdinand VII ordered its abolition on May 4, 1814. It was the start 
point of a six years period of absolutistm along with a widespread repression against liberals, francophiles and any 
military official who had defended Joseph I Bonaparte. It would be the first liberal exile of the century. 
Nevertheless, the ideological and political pillars of a liberal state had been settled, and it did not take long for them to 
reappear; wich could mean the decadence of the Ancien Regime as an effective political system. This is why the 
insurrection of Rafael de Riego triumphed on January 1, 1820, in Las Cabezas de San Juan. This rebellion resulted in 
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the promulgation of the Constitution of 1812 that led the nation to a second period of constitutional political exercise 
known as “Trieno Liberal”. 
The liberal principles and the representative constitutional system were again confirmed as overcoming the 
anachronistic absolutism, that had not succeeded in imposing its power over the people and their demands for change 
since 1812. “From 1820 to 1823, everything was about consolidating the constitutional government and promoting its 
advantageous consequences: at giving reverence and respect to the throne, as well as unity and stability to the 
administrative machine.”iii It resulted in a very brief triumph again, though. Ferdinand VII had been forced to recognize 
the Constitution, but he never really accepted its contents. For this reason he sought help from Europe, and in 1823 the 
Holy Alliance entered Spain through the Pyrenees to help to restore his power. Those regiments and the enterprise were 
supported by European powers, who had decided during the Congress of Viena to support an international intervention 
in domestic politics of Spain “for the purpose of preserving the old kingdom in order to reconcile it to Europe.” iv  
This response from the absolutist monarchs facing the liberal movements in the continent put an end to the second 
Spanish liberal experience. In consequence, the absolute monarchy was restaured in government, which let Ferdinand 
VII begin a new persecution against all the liberal men that might put his authority at risk. He condemned to death a 
large part of the deputies. Some leaders of the military forces defending the emerging liberalism were prosecuted, 
everyone helding a political responsibility during the years of the Trienio was condemned, and thousands were forced to 
exile because of their liberal beliefs. A second liberal exile started then, with France and England as main destinations 
for many individuals from all social classes departing, mainly, from Cadiz, Gibraltar and La Coruña.
v
 This new exile 
would make those who suffered it reconsider their ideas in favor of more moderate political changes in Spain rather 
than the first radical approaches of 1812. 
Thus, this article aims to reflect on the concrete experience of the exile some Spanish political actors lived through in 
England after 1823, in order to better understand why so many of them performed such ideological moderation back in 
Spain. Although France continued to be a common destination for migrants, the new European atmosphere after the 
Napoleonic Wars motivated them “to seek refuge in the bustling London to an elite group of liberal intellectuals, 
conspirators, politicians, artists, senior government officials, police officers and persecuted, Spanish or European, 
whose countries were ruled by absolutist regimes.”vi It is not the purpose of this article to focus on the private lives of 
the characters mentioned, nor study their careers. More specifically it attempts to be an approach to the way some exiles 
tended to moderate ideas after the 1820s seeking to adapt themselves and Spanish politics to a new social and political 
reality.   
The situation in Spain was complex, trying to pass over the Ancien Regime in order to establish a liberal political 
system toward democracy. After some revolutionary attempts coming from the Constitution of 1812, a new moderate 
constitutionalism was settled in the 1820s and the 1830s. This was considered by a majority to be a necessary step of 
transition towards liberalism. Although some of the “exaltados” tried to perform a more radical liberalism during the 
first decades of the century, both the exile experience after the absolutist repression and the character of Spanish people 
convinced them to moderate their struggle. Their experience of the exile made them to get in touch with other political 
solutions and new social environments where they could develop their professional or political training.  
Many eventually realized that moderatism was an option which will let them keep their economic privileges, hold their 
network of patronage, and move forward into national politics and liberal institutions. The following pages seek to show 
some of the key points that support this idea, taking in consideration the experience of renowned politicians together 
with the observation and emotions from the displacement.
vii
 The liberals who supported a new representative type of 
government during the first half of the nineteenth century were part of a romantic generation crossed by repression and 
a long exile background.
viii
 
2. First Constitutional Experiences of a New Liberal Political Class in the Beginning of the Nineteenth Century. 
Brief Review 
As outlined above, the foreign invasion of the Península by the end of 1807 resulted in fundamental changes and the 
first contact with contemporary European political thought. During this period, some signs of imminent political 
changes coming can be observed during the War of Independence. The fact that it all began as a result of an armed 
conflict meant that the occupation of the troops accelerated the succession of events. From then on, the definitive 
collapse of the absolute regime could not be stoped, as it was no longer useful in Spain. This originated the appearance 
of the first attempts to set up a modern liberal state in the country, which actually took place gradually in a constant 
process of feedback from the old institutions and new ideas, and from new institutions and old privileges.
ix
 Thus, the 
two first decades of the nineteenth century provided a background of permanent instability and constant upsets due to 
the war and the bicephalous power in the country: the Napoleonic solution giving the throne to his brother José and the 
proliferation of Juntas everywhere in the country. The Cortes also approved the Constitution of Cádiz in 1812, which 
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was supposed to be a model of liberties and the gateway to liberalism in Spain. Concepts like representativeness, 
individual rights and freedoms, separation of powers or rationality became common interests among Spanish people and 
politics.  
Many of the members who played an important role working for public institutions at the beginning of the century were 
landowners who showed strong roots in provincial politics, as well as a high level of education; both essential 
requirements to understand their personal and professional growth together with their concerns on public affairs. In 
those days, public officials should have been elected, but the real practice showed the persistence of vertical 
relationships of influence that meant the perpetuation of nepotism. Many of them, although formed under enlightened 
ideas, became supporters of the new liberal ideas. The latter would lead the country to ensure a parliamentary political 
solution which tried to solve the problems generated by the lack of strong public authorities after the royal family 
abandoned the country due to the French invasion. It was a political measure that would allow both the economic 
recovery of the nation and its cultural progress toward the “ideas of freedom.”x  
At first, most men who supported liberalism did so from a rather revolutionary position, as almost any attitude opposed 
to absolutism would be considered rebellious at that time. This is something that cannot be understood without taking 
notice of the difficult political situation in Spain and its permanent instability. People constantly cried out  for 
measures to solve their problems once and for all. Hence, although almost every person in the country wanted changes, 
many people tended to look for innovative but also cautious and conservative ideas. 
These were the ideas of a new generation, who suffered the consequences of the national events and demanded reforms. 
Most of the time reforms cannot be considered progressive, as coming along with those demands for change was a 
widespread search of the best way to maintain their economic interests and their heritage. Thus, even though liberals 
were typically more radicals, those then spectators of the national political scene ended up being much more prudent 
and more conservative in practice. 
This first liberal experience in Spain lasted only from 1812 to 1814. After the institutional and political reorganization 
that Ferdinand VII performed between 1814 and 1820, the next triumph of liberal ideas would be in January 1820, when 
the Constitution of Cádiz was again passed and the second period of liberal government, the Trienio, started. It is 
possible now to see how the two attempts to restore the absolute monarchy in Spain failed. The experience of 1812 and 
the Trienio had prepared the way for a change which could not be reversed. Despite those who dissented the new 
principles, the liberal cause and a more democratic government were permanently on the minds of the people. 
Politicians, furthermore, never ceased then to defend the two basic pillars of the Nation: the monarchy and religion. 
Over the years most of the public authorities became committed to the new constitutional advances, acting together 
against those who caused offense to property rights and national morale or endangered the stability of the Nation. It 
became evident that the achievement of the necessary public to make any progress toward the consolidation of a liberal 
state needed to be based on a constitutional monarchy, away from radicalism and extreme positions in any form.
xi
 
Nonetheless, as pointed out before, despite all the improvements achieved and some preventive measures, absolutism 
was restored in April of 1823, thanks to the European intervention in the Península.
xii
 The following liberal turn-around 
of institutions and government that took place implied a new exile for many political figures and intellectuals. 
Ferdinand VII did not hesitate to act immediately imprisoning those whom he was able to capture, and forcing others to 
take up exile.  
As a consequence of all these regime changes and institutional, legal and economic processes in the country, Spanish 
liberals –while exiled- started to realize they needed to readapt themselves to the time and context they were living in. 
There was a gradual transformation in their way of seeing and practicing politics as they had to live through a whole 
series of historic changes. Excited once by the new liberal ideas, the experience of exile and the failure of absolutism in 
Spain made them lean towards moderate positions in the next stage of their political life; a moderation which could be 
the solution for the problems of the nation.
xiii
  
Tracing their lives throughout their exile would give us a sense of how crucial it was and why it is said the exile 
changed the life and spirit of the exiled. In some sense, the approach of this paper seeks to understand the significance 
of that experience to them, and how they lived far from their homes.  
It is neccesary to interpret the careers of people in their changing personal context –as it was the exile for all of them-, 
so as to look at their actions through the prism of their economic, political and socio-cultural actions. Moving beyond 
the nation also provided a new geographical scene from which national identity and political thoughts could be 
articulated anew. While each person was unique, the lives of these men were interconnected in an effort to integrate 
themselves into a new world overseas. 
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3. The Experience of Exile 
The exile was an essential part of nineteenth century politics and the life of many liberals. It was an experience that 
modified the life and beliefs of all those who suffered it as both personal and political perspective. In the case of 
Spanish exiles, it was the process that put them into a direct contact with the European liberalism and that greatly 
contributed to the forging of a new generation of men committed to the new ideals. How was life of these men in 
London on a daily basis? And, what were their experiences or learning environment? It is worth mentioning, succinctly, 
some of its characteristics in order to understand how the experience of exile and the way it was carried out affected 
these men.
xiv
 At the same time they were always aware of the Spanish problems within a context of crisis, they showed 
great admiration of English prosperity.  
Some exiles were already famous politicians before arriving in London. Nonetheless, many others revealed not to be 
renowned political leaders nor men who devoted their life only to the parliamentary cause. They were men who did not 
produce ideological theories and did not write a long list of works or speeches in Congress that could let us to know 
more about their rhetoric and eloquence. Some of them did, some did not. Some accomplished leading political 
positions, and some did not. Regardless which the case was, together they represent a true portrait of enlightened, 
educated men, involved in their businesses, dedicated to their profession and, in their personal ascent, willing and able 
to take advantage of the new political and historical circumstances of the contemporary Spain on the cusp of the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.  
There was no doubt London had become one of the biggest meeting points for immigrants from both Europe and other 
cities in England. Together with the population growth, that caused significant changes in London s´ society, culture and 
administration.
xv
 Spanish exiles were direct witnesses to this England which offered a totally diferent picture and 
experiences than the one they were used to living in Spain. ¿Were they able to understand the meaning of these changes 
and realities? Could they integrate and assimilate them to their culture? Mention must be made of this, however briefly, 
to really understand what the experience of exile meant to them. Whatever came to pass, no one could escape the stamp 
that those years impressed on their lives.
xvi
  
3.1 Life in London 
The first problem that Spanish exiles had to confront was the departure and the trip away from home and family. Ramón 
Alesón Alonso de Tejada claimed that “it was an unpleasant sensation to feel alone, without anyone to talk to, and being 
suspicious to a government that is leery not only of you but of all Spaniards and Portuguese.”xvii José María Blanco 
White was also of that opinion, remembering how he, “with too little clothing for the English winter, cold…,” felt 
nostalgia and homesickness in that country “so completely different from his adored sun from Andalucia and the light 
of its landscapes.”xviii These testimonies place the subjects in their most specific dimension in time and space, which is 
helpful to understand their lives and thoughts. 
Longing for their country and the unfamiliarity with the English language caused them not just the painful experience of 
migration itself, but also the personal upheaval of being torn from their homes. This represents “how hard subjects had 
to work to create communal spaces of belongings based on the perceived reproduction of traditions.”xix The language 
barrier was a major obstacle for them, so they needed to find common spaces to meet, familiar places to share, and 
friends or entertainment to help them cope with their stay in England. Nonetheless, in addition to these inherent nuances 
in any socio-cultural change imposed by a forced exile, it is necessary to refer to the most original and fascinating 
circumstances that they could experience in the first person.  
3.1.1 London, the Richest City in the World 
During the first decades of the nineteenth century England went through a period of great splendor, and London became 
the heart of the country. A flourishing trade, the development and progress of scientific knowledge, along with 
increasing social classes differentiation, made London to be the most influential and prestigious city in Europe. Trade 
was the center of gravity for its economy, as it brought about true admiration.
xx
 
For exiles this city was immense and boundless. This is why Blanco White describes it as the richest, happiest and most 
civilized city widely known throughout history.
xxi
 Everything was expensive, and nothing was more appreciated than 
gold and wealth.
xxii
 For each of the characters mentioned, as well as others such us Ángel Saavedra, Espronceda, Ruiz 
de la Vega or José Joaquín de Mora, it was a place where money seemed to appear everywhere and every last detail 
could arouse great admiration from all who had been there.
xxiii
 By the midcentury Henry Colman pointed out this same 
idea drawing attention to the fact that it was “absolutely imposible to communicate to one who has not seen it any just 
idea of it.”xxiv This immense wealth has to be understood in relation to the opportunities offered by the English industry. 
The latter was able to satify the demand on the domestic market whilst ensuring large surpluses to export by “a rising 
standard of living, a growing population and an expanding demand from the colonies provided a market for a wide 
variety of consumer goods.”xxv 
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Spanish exiles were able to witness such a prosperous and healthy economy, which really struck them. This was not 
only because they could experience new liberties related to politics, religion or economy, but also because of 
an atmosphere of liberty in all spheres of public and social life. There was freedom of religion without fear of retaliation, 
freedom of the press, and freedom to take an acting part in the representative government. Additionally, it was also 
possible to trade freely and bank easily, as “during the 19th century London became the world s´ greatest money market, 
the supreme international centre of banking, commercial credit, overseas loans, commodity transactions, share-dealing 
and insurance.”xxvi It was suggested that new constructions, the rehabilitation of different urban areas and an extension 
of some parts of the city were perfomed to include and accommodate the new social reality, generating further jobs with 
the addition of a sustained expansion and growth. 
Despite these positive developments and challenges, there were very important outstanding problems that were inherent 
to British society such as poverty, misery, alcohol abuse and social conflicts.
xxvii
 Anyone could observe both sides of 
the spectrum while walking around London: on the one hand, the beautiful well-mantained buildings in the City of 
Westminster along with its gardens and squares. On the other hand, exclusion, poverty and social destitution which 
proliferated in Southwark or Bethnal Green. While the life at Court, the activities at Parliament or 
the habits and attitudes of the high society offered a kind face of London, a very different reality provided 
a picture of  epidemic diseases, corruption and criminality, prostitution or even dirt and agglomeration.
xxviii
 However, 
this poverty was not directly linked to the Spanish exiles in any case, as they were living among the wealthy groups of 
individuals in London. 
3.1.2 Facilities in the City 
It is also important to draw attention to another element among the ones that exile experienced: transport infrastructures 
in England, with a predominance of canals, roads and railways. The former was the most developed by the beginning of 
19
th
 century. Canals, together with navigable rivers, made both exports and domestic trade easier, as well as connections 
between cities.
xxix
 It was probably by the second half of the century that the city and port of London started competing 
successfully with other English cities whose commercial opportunities arose slowly: Lancashire, Liverpool, West 
Riding, and so on. However, despite the key importance of these new trading or business cities, London clearly played 
out an economic superiority as a distribution center for goods such as: tea, wool, rubber, copper, tin, diamonds, 
platinum, spices, carpets, furs, feathers, ivory, silk, and many other products coming from the East and the colonies. 
This is the reason why exiles admired so much this system of transportation which contributed to English economic 
growth. 
There were, however, economic problems associated with these maritime routes such as high investment of materials 
and skilled labor. These extra costs, together with the expansion of distribution networks, revealed the need to promote 
road networks instead of financing new canals.
xxx
 It became clear that an improvement of the transport system and its 
diversity was necessary to expand markets resulting from industrial change.  
The real implementation of these initiatives reached its peak of development during the nineteenth century, when the 
Parliament authorized private companies to start-up some projects for the construction of roads which had a small toll 
which allowed them to redeem part of the money invested. This profit was spent then on road construction, repairs and 
maintenance. These efforts led to the upgrading of roads linking the capital with other territories, at the same time that 
new construction techniques led to more fluency, speed and accessibility for roads. Even though canals remained for a 
while the most dominant mode of transportation, roads would be essential in making London the most important city of 
the British Empire.  
Streets throughout the city were narrow and curved with pavements in poor condition, which made it difficult to pass 
through them.
xxxi
 Major initiatives were undertaken between 1810 and 1820 to improve some important roads and 
streets. The Soho area was outfitted for the upper class in London society, the nobility and the gentry.
xxxii
 The 
embellishment of this part of the city encouraged the exiles to settle in the area setting up there their residence, meeting 
points or even amenities and leisure zones. They witnessed its public utility implying both social and cultural benefits. 
In words of Blanco White it was amazing how easy it was to move from one place to another within England: “cien 
coches de diligencia salen aproximadamente de Londres en el espacio de sol a sol. Y están construidos de tal manera 
que además de cuatro o seis pasajeros puedan dar asiento a nueve personas fuera.”xxxiii Like Blanco White, Ramón 
Alesón also mentioned to his family the possibilities this transportation offered: “este modo de viajar es general en 
Inglaterra y viajan así mujeres, hombres, ricos y no ricos y aun los marineros van en las diligencias, que las hay en todas 
las ciudades del reino y en muchísimos pueblos y llevan cada una 18 o 20 personas.”xxxiv 
However, even though roads were an important symbol of prosperity, “steam railways were the arteries of Victorian 
England’s economic power. Without them the infinitely intricate tissues of nineteenth century urban society and the 
commerce and industry which they generated would have assumed a very different pattern.”xxxv The railway lines were 
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the best mode of transportation to cover long distances, and they involved a growing demand for coal, iron, wood, 
bricks and labor. For this reason its development was essential to the safe transportation of people and goods, but also to 
create jobs in a society undergoing major demographic and industrial expansion. The train became “el elemento 
indispensable para los transportes interiores y exteriores; principalísimos factores de la actividad intelectual, industrial y 
mercantil del mundo entero.”xxxvi However, it was a reality not yet developed in Spain. In fact, by the mid-1820s, there 
were no railroads planned in Spain. A few years passed before any project could be started and finally accomplished in 
the 1850s. 
3.2 New Spaces of Sociability: a Point of Reference for Spanish Exiles  
In this particular context characters such as Mendíbil, Felipe Bauzá, Ramón Alesón, Torrijos, or Espoz y Mina lived in 
London; but also many others who were well-known politicians at the time such as Argüelles, Toreno, Alcalá Galiano, 
Flórez Estrada or Javier Istúriz, among others. They were all men who played an important political and cultural role 
during the first decades of the nineteenth century in Spain; men who promoted the spread of liberal and democratic 
ideas from Europe throughout the country. Accompanying them were also peasants, artisans, small shopkeepers or other 
liberal professions, which illustrates the wide spectrum of social backgrounds of the exiles. Without any doubt they 
assembled a remarkable variety of occupations and self-representations: “In 1823 London was peopled with exiles of 
every kind and every country; constitutionalists who would have wanted just one chamber, constitutionalists who 
wanted two; constitutionalists that admired the French model, the Spanish, or the American; generals, dismissed 
presidents of republics, presidents of parliaments dissolved at the point of the bayonet, presidents of cortes dispersed by 
the bomb-shell; [...] journalists, poets and  men of letters.
xxxvii
  
Spanish men had to learn how to adapt themselves to live in a different country, in the city of gold and richness. They 
went through different individual experiences that defined their lives in England, in which it is possible to detect “the 
relevance of the exile s´ contacts with foreign intellectuals and foreign political and economic models.”xxxviii The 
richness of their experiences and learning in London had a great impact on their exile, as well as in their subsequent 
evolution in politics and socio-cultural thinking. The lively political discussions they held and the cafés, social lounges 
or new meeting points they frequented played an important role in their further careers and the political future of Spain. 
Along with high levels of population growth there were changes in the entertainment customs within English society. It 
continued to be common for upper classes walking around the gardens and attending coffee houses to meet other 
members of high English society. But new activities and amenities also became common among them, especially circus 
events, theaters, concert halls or other music performances, which generated a dynamic cultural atmosphere.
xxxix
 
Closely related to these questions and events, exiles had the opportunity to attend special programs, exhibits and 
performances of great importance for the power and prosperity of England during the century. In this sense, it was the 
way they could be contacted by other exiles while learning how the social life worked in London. Habits and life style 
linked to aristocratic well-educated society let Spanish exiles cultivate their moral values and good manners, as they 
were seen as moderate pleasures of who enjoyed a status of privilege.
xl
  
Most of Spanish exile were displaced because of their political positions when Ferdinand VII re-established the 
absolutism. They were part of a group whose privileges had been substantially modified. Saurin de la Iglesia wrote that 
they were “forced to live as if tomorrow was not for them to see”, kept aware of “their belonging to an intellectual elite 
with social responsibilities.”xli 
All of these men, more or less politically engaged, took part in clubs or cafe meetings, as did the group attending the 
sessions in Lord Holland House. While in there, they spent their time in talks, being informed about Spain on a daily 
basis, and sharing political thoughts or ideas.
xlii
 Many influential characters came together at these houses: Meléndez 
Valdés, Martínez de la Rosa, Juan Álvarez Mendizábal, Flórez Estrada, Agustín Argüelles, Ramón Alesón, Antonio 
Alcalá Galiano or Canga Argüelles, as well as other renowned figures like Blanco White, Valentín Llanos, José Muñoz 
Sotomayor, Álvaro Agustín de Liaño, José Manuel Vadillo, Joaquín Lorenzo & Jaime Villanueva, José Espronceda, 




Tertulias, as frequent places to meet, were reading and learning places for those in exile, places to exchange ideas, 
opinions or concerns. Throughout the entire nineteenth century they were the most renowned intellectual and literacy 
centers for the upper class to meet as a symbol of success and prestige. There is no doubt Spanish exiles could attended 
them at the same time they learned more about the English political system; a moderate parliamentarism which was 
highly respectful of the English crown and social traditions. It implied a kind of government they could easily admire, 
as it proved to them being extremely useful and flexible to be adapted in the Spanish system in order to overcome the 
general crisis experienced for years in the country. A country which had been unable to perform the step-by-step 
advance required to achieve a more liberal political change
xliv
. 
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4. Political and Ideological Changes after the Exile 
Taking the events of 1823 and the progresses accomplished in English society as a starting point, together with the 
series of the experiences exiles lived through there, it is time to reflect on the reasons why this situation caused such an 
impact on these men and the way it was an exceptional vital and political learning opportunity for them.
xlv
  
It is not always possible to acknowledge their political impressions or thoughts while in exile. Spanish government 
frequently confiscated the mail to prevent conspiracies and ensure the fidelity to the crown and the new regime. One of 
these men confirmed the precautions that needed to be taken in a letter sent to his wife from London. In this letter he 
wrote to her: “Your letter arrives opened in London, it brings the stamp of Najera (where you probably put it on the 
mail), and also brings the approval from Bilbao signed in the verso. This make me believe that it had been sent there to 
some government commissioner in order to recognize it.”xlvi  
Despite all these difficulties and setbacks, a slow but steady ideological advance can be seen in these subjects when 
they were back in Spain and appeared to be, more or less, recognized as public figures. In England they could observe, 
study and assimilate customs and readings that made them aware of the need for essential political changes in Spain. 
English political and cultural programmes had begun to have some impact in the Spanish context since the final decades 
of the 18th century, as it presented a political program which exiles could later experience first-hand during their time in 
London. A time when they did not let emigration take up all their energy, but rather managed to establish the largest 
possible number of personal and financial relations or learn the most about the English political system. 
It was a phase of permanent instabilty and constant upsets in Europe. There were indeed major ruptures and changes 
throughout the continent during this period; ruptures and changes which made the people be consciuous of living 
through a time of transition in Europe between two great eras, in which the torrent of civilization needed to destroy all 
the institutions which belonged to the past. They were also part of a period of deep political changes along which civil 
liberties had been fundamentally redefined.
xlvii
  
A huge amount of experiences had been influencing their lives. On the one hand, the new ideas that sprang up and 
spread in Spain as a consequence of the crisis of the Ancien Régime over decades. On the other, the events lived in their 
public existence that were happening simultaneously to the historical evolution of national political life. All of this 
helped to shape their attitudes and cultural baggage that partially determined their actions and thinking.  
These circumstances took place in a space and a time in which many public men were exposed to a gradual process of 
personal and political adaptation that finally would place them into the ranks of the moderate movement; generally the 
moderatism project. This analysis allow us to leave aside reductionisms which swing from one extreme to another. One 
extreme that would understood that only radical breaks with the Ancien Regime could be the correct basis for the 
establishment of a liberal regime giving the power to the people. And the other extreme, in which the supporters of 
absolutism defended the perpetuation in power of those who refused to give up their political and economic influence. It 
is necessary the combination of both, because individuals continually readapted themselves to the changing 
circumstances imposed by the historical moment and their personal experiences. 
4.1 Transition to Political Renewal during the Exile 
An overview of their exile is the only way to understand how they were able to re-imagine their socio-political and 
cultural thoughts throughout difficult moments. The exile provided them an acknowledgement of new values and the 
political adaptation involved, which took place as a consequence of the contact of exiles with new realities and foreign 
influences. Many Spanish had to emigrate to England because of their liberal positions and thoughts; and they would 
later have a main role when back in their mother land. As they took part in the politics of the first liberalism, to which 
they belonged and therefore formed part of, they contributed to the final support for the social and political local 
networks in the country. From moderate points of view it was possible to change the mentality of the Spanish people by 
those who showed themselves to be closer to them and in whom they could see their own interests reflected.  
This situation of exile made them to react with fear and rejection towards any radical political demands because they 
understood perhaps conservative policies were more particularly appropriate for Spain.
xlviii
 Alcalá Galiano is one of the 





 It is also the case of Manuel García Herreros; one of the most radical individuals during the Cortes of 
Cádiz (Regional Assembly of Cádiz) who had to revise his political projects and concepts to adapt himself to the new 
regime and survive.
l
 Alesón, Mendíbil, Istúriz, Canga Argüelles or Villanueva brothers were, along with the former, 
some of the ones finally defending monarchical conservatism. From the enlightened ideas of the Ancien Regime they 
took the leap to the liberal system on the path of moderate reforms.  
After the second re-establishment of absolutism in 1823 they felt let down and disappointed by the King, being more 
conscious then that Spain needed to adapt her political system to the frame shaped by liberal movements at the time. A 
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parliamentary system of government based on constitutional principles, similar to the British example they observed, 
was urgently needed. María Sierra pointed out that this necessity led Spanish politicians to look for political models in 
Europe, being the exile the perfect scenario for that purpose.
li
 
They wanted to reconfigure the government as long as they could keep their privileges, and their moderation was an 
attempt to overcome the revolutionary period of 1812 in order to achieve it. While in London they verified the success 
of a monarchical system where sovereignty was shared between Parliament and the King, and a limited suffrage was 
practiced. Therefore, their experience in England provided Spanish exiles the knowledge of European and British liberal 
ideas. It was a long hard experience to go through for all of them. And they needed to hold back their spirit and 
revolutionary actions to avoid suffering further punishments.  
Various factors can explain why they finally moved from ideas of freedom towards moderation. Standing out among 
them there were a permanent fear of repression, many difficulties experienced during their stay in England and a desire 
of conservating the privileges and possessions they had. Here, it is necessary to add they were encouraged by the strong 
belief in British Parliament operations. A clear positioning among the ranks of moderate liberalism could be perceived 
after those life experiences, an option toward which they had been moving since the Trienio and after their return from 
England. It is important, though, to point out the fact that Moderate Party –so named- was founded in 1836, as a 
reaction to the government presided by Mendizábal once Ferdinand VII was not king any more.
lii
 During the 1820s, 
some sources still defined liberal as a “jealous supporter of the Constitution, King, Religion and the prosperity of the 
Motherland.”liii We should keep in mind that during the 1820s, 1830s and 1840s, there was an “enormous difficulty of 
establishing clear boundaries” between the different political branches in Spain and its projects or programmes.liv 
After the 1830s the two big parties of the first Spanish liberalism, progresistas and moderados, consolidated themselves 
as such. But it was not until 1845 that a certain stability in the new parliamentary system began to be appreciated, once 
the moderados were elected to form a new government and the so-called “Moderate Decade” started.lv Because all of 
this, the consolidation of liberalism in Spain, unlike in France or other European countries, did not start as much as a 
revolutionary process as after a long process over an extended period of time, scattered with hurdles to overcome.
lvi
  
By the end of the 1820s, the men defending constitutional governments presented a specific ideological and political 
evolution which present themselves as a group of early liberals who found themselves in a context of adaptation and 
transition in the process of shaping political parties –which were not clearly differentiated until the second half of 
nineteenth century. This is why it is better to refer to moderate tendencies rather than talk about members of the 
Moderate Party, strictly speaking.  
Their professional, economic and political interests always went hand by hand with the defense of the well-being of the 
Nation, its progress and prosperity, and a recognized loyalty to the new representative system built around the 
monarchy. This is why they always defended a government based on social order and the observance of the law. An 
institution should respond to the acclamations of the people to their right to be “well-governed”.lvii The common good 
needed to prevail over any partisan interest, and the people interests had to be guaranteed regardless of political 
ambitions. Bernardino Núñez de Arenas, contemporary of those suffering exile in London, expressed his opinion saying 
that political parties existed as a necessity in a constitutional system, and it should be their main goal to promote 
freedom of speech and thought to find a proper balance in which to experience the people rights.
lviii
  
During these years in which the new liberal regime was trying to succeed, it was understood the parties had the duty of 
achieving the balance between their programs and the work of legislators and government, in order to adapt the system 
to the specific circumstances of Spain. They payed attention to the need to fight for the proper rule of the country at the 
same time that the interests of the people and their welfare were guaranteed. On that purpose it was necessary to deal 
with the historical evolution and the constant changes happening in politics, economics and society rate in the first half 
of the nineteenth century. Reforms were essential for the prosperity of the nation; they had to be moderate and 
well-defined changes in order to achieve social and political harmony and national stability. 
Their expectations of peace and tranquillity for the country meant to them preventing armed or political conflicts in the 
years to come. They had finally understood this was the only way for liberal governments and concepts to succeed. The 
months lived in London made them define their political position from that moment on. Only a moderate political 
affiliation seemed to help achieve the equilibrium they claimed between their economic privileges and their political 
concerns, positions or relationships.  
4.2 Consequences of that Ideological and Political Adjustment 
As previously discussed, the experience of exile changed the life of all those who suffered it. Their stay in England 
showed them a unique sight; a new world of social rights, political liberties and economic opportunities. But that ought 
not mean that somehow we also must talk about negative feelings of loneliness, confusion and disillusionment, which 
were likely at the foundation of their ideological redefinition. Istúriz wrote to Ramón Alesón in 1840 about the trace of 
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time, the longing for the political dreams of the past and the liberal excitement during the first decade of that century: 
“hopes are gone and it is late for them to come back. The era of Greed Street is at an end”. Alcalá Galiano also said of 
his youthful years: “Those happy hours! We surely can called them so, as we remember now later disillusionments, 
hopes dissipated or even our own errors!.”lix  
It should not be seen as a contradictory or pejorative attitude that they adapted their thoughts to moderatism. It is rather 
the ultimate reality of men who had struggled to survive and had witnessed the decadence of the absolutist political 
system. Ramón Alesón, for whom one of his biggest achievements was the advance he managed to make from the local 
to national power in government, understood the necessity of a change: “After a few years examining Spanish people, I 
came to the conclusion that the Monarchy should be a national institution, and the King a representative of the 
willingness of all Spaniards.”lx 
Throughout this entire transitional process, the most outstanding value of Spanish Liberalism was its effort to establish 
a constitutional government, firstly attempted in 1812 and 1820.
lxi
 Exile was the gateway to moderatism as the more 
pragmatic solution to preserve economic privileges, cultural principles and political convictions. I already pointed out 
that the 1812 Constitution was an international model of liberties during the first two decades of nineteenth century. 
However, it had shown itself, by the 1830s, ineffective as a tool for new governments. Many of the Spanish exiles 
confessed their tendency to another more monarchical and moderate constitution, as “with a new one we can advance a 
little, with the other, nothing.” 
Traditional local oligarchies, still struggling to maintain their economic and social powers, and a young political 
generation, more connected to meritocracy and liberal values, found themselves sharing the new political scenario. 
Looking at this reality, alongside the ideological manifestations from both sides, we can understand the climate of 




Once back in Spain, they changed their minds and attitudes. But it was not a quick process of adaptation to the new 
liberal ideas. Thereafter, the conservative shift in their political approaches to the government did not mean they 
rejected  reforms, but these reforms neded to be perfomed throughout a peaceful and ordered process. Only order and 
moderation could ensure the victory of a liberal and representative government in a Spain claiming for institutional, 
economic, social and political reorganization since the beginning of the nineteenth century. And in that context, leaders 
in national and local politics played a key role in establishing new cultural, intellectual and further political trends.
lxiii
 
To name a concrete example, the same conservative ideas developed by Alcalá Galiano, Martínez de la Rosa or Alesón, 
aforementioned, can be seen in other public –although not politicians- individuals such as Pascual Gayangos or Mora.lxiv  
In the case of Alesón, as in many others, it is not a coincidence that he won a position as a Deputy of the Spanish 
Parliament from 1836 to 1840 as a moderate representative of Logroño. 1836 was the year when moderatism triumphed 
in most of the Spanish provinces, and it was then that Alesón, exiled in London from 1823 until 1826, reached that 
position. At no time did he fail to watch out for the monarchic and religious cause. He desired for “el gobierno mas libre 
que sea posible”, a representative monarchical government which could look for freedom and civil liberties and rights 
for Spanish people and nation.
lxv
  
Such was the political tendencies followed by many of the members around Lord Holland while in England: Alcalá 
Galiano, Istúriz, Ramón Gil de la Cuadra, Argüelles, Valdés, Bauzá, and so on. A different political project than the 
more “progrestista” one promoted by individuals such as Espoz y Mina or Torrijos, and which could be a topic for a 
different article. 
5. Conclusions  
As it has been described in the preceding pages, hundreds of Spanish intellectuals and politicians were forced into exile 
during the 1810s and 1820s after the drastic repression which followed the return of Ferdinand VII to the throne of 
Spain. Britain was then a country whose asylum policy remained fairly liberal, so it became the destination for many of 
these Spanish liberals.  
Once in London, they were confronted with a very different economic situation and radically new politics and culture 
than the ones they had known in Spain. Although most of them tended to stay in England within Spanish groups and 
were mostly isolated, a few individuals became involved in British culture, politics and social life. In both cases they 
witnessed the reality of a new world while suffering the consequences of being away from their homeland. These men 
came into contact and formed closer links in London, which then had a significant impact on the course of their careers.  
In those critical years, clubs, tertulias and cafés provided a perfect platform to analyze and absorbe the British social 
networks and politics of the moment. These links among exiles were very important for them to learn about the efficient 
functioning of the British Parliament. It was a representative power shared by the King and Parliament, a system who 
had been established by moderate measures since the final decades of the seventeenth century. 
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They had the opportunity of reconsidering their characters and political thoughts, and made them evolve from just 
“liberal” plans for Spanish Government toward moderate liberal ones which let the country overcome the crisis it was 
living through, at the time it could start the path for the triumph of Liberalism. In any case did they fail either to watch 
out for the monarchic and religious cause, with their ultimate aspiration being the welfare and progress of Spain. 
They were men who moved, both at a political and professional levels, easily within the networks of sociability of the 
local and national contexts. Through these links, it was possible to establish the definitive changes at the basic political 
level that would help to make the Liberal Regime triumph in the country in the midcentury. They lived their lives 
between two centuries and, more particularly, between two great moments in the political history of Spain: the Ancien 
Régime and Liberalism. The exile meant to them the opportunity of finding the balance necessary between the 
possibility of advancement that was open to them thanks to their socio-economic origins and the new opportunities 
which the liberal culture offered.
lxvi
  
Taking into consideration their constant search for prosperity and liberties for Spanish people and government, most of 
them saw it necessary to tend towards conservative measures, instead of revolutionary ones, to achieve their goals. It 
was an ideological readjustment and professional retraining as a consequence of their years in England and the 
knowledge acquired through influences absorbed there. Some would opt for a progresista path after the 1830s, but most 
understood during the 1820s that the critical situation of Spain demanded a political atmosphere of tranquillity which let 
them start long term successful liberal reforms.  
Their first ideas of a free popular education, the welfare of the nation and a good government came from the eighteenth 
century. First liberals assimilated and learned them to later start the way claiming for liberal and representative 
institutions in the beginning of nineteenth century. They were the nexus beteween the old regime and the new. And 
moderatism was their political response to the evolution and expectations of the country, along with their own social 
and economic interests. 
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